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Students save our city/Dan Luzad
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Piedmont
to begin
flights

to city

Piedmont Alrlines will begin two
flighta daily from Fort Wayne's Baer
Field to five major cities, beginning
duly 1.

Ome-arop Nighta stopping in Day-
ton, O, will taks local travelers to to
Orlando, Tampa, and Miami, Fla.,
Diallas, Tex., and Washington, D.C.,
through a newly formed hub
through Diayton,

Although the flights will stop in
Dayton, only passengers on the
Tampa, Miami, and Washington
flights will change planes there,

The new Fort Wayne schedule will
include the Weshington flight, leay-
ing Fort Wayne at 6:10 a.m. and ar-
riving in Washington at 915 am.
The return flight will bring Fort
Wayne travelers back by %:30 p.m.

Board of Aviation eommissioners
president Herb Webeor said Pied-
mont will use 73T Stretch-300 112-
saat jets on all Nights.

Mayor Winfleld Moses said Pied-
mont's entry into the Fort Wayne air
sarvice markst will put the number
of seats daily above April 26, 1980,
lavels, when United Airlines cut
sarvice from Fort Wayne.

“That's the kind of forward think-
m%ﬁmty needs,"” the mayor said.

Field mansger Ray Hover-
man said Pisdmont was on the Hat of
airfines the Board of Aviation com-
missioners had hoped to attract to
Fort Wayne. Piedmont, at the same
time, was looking to expand in the
Midwest.

P‘ml:lmunt last month establiahed

an operations bese in Dayton, 0.,
similar to the hub Air Wisconsin
formed in Fort Wayne in early 1981.
Weber said Piedmont made £378
million in profits in 1981,

Hoverman said with the recent ex-
pansion at Beer Field, the airport
will be able to handle Piedmont's
entry. He said Piedmont will share
counter space with United Airlinea.

Weber and Moses said the city
will continue efforts to attract other
new airlines. “You never close your

door,” Weber said. "You're always
gotting shead or falling behind. It
wouldn't be economi healthy to

fall behind.™

Piedmont, founded in 1940 & an
pircraft sales and service company,
has national headguarters in
Winston-Salem, N.C.

The company entered the com-
mircial passenger bosiness in 1948,

Piedmont flys to 42 sirports, serv-
inig B0 cities in 18 states and the Dia-
trict of Columbia,

After hours of piling sandbag upon sandbag
against the Pemberton Drive Dike, thess
woary voluntesrs taks time out for & well-de-
sorved rest. Beores of volunteers worked val-

Fhode Jobn BisarmeTee News-Seniinal

iantly Thursday to save the weakening dike,
which, if it had burst, would have allowed wa-
ter to sweep through the adjacent area and
causea the destruction of hbundreds of homen,

All’s Quiet On The Dikes

But flooding
war not over
as rain hits

From Staff Reports

Fort Wayne's saturated sand

dikes are holding, but the

next 24 hours of weather will determine if the river levels drop or

BUrEE ANEW,

The all-night vigil at the Pemberton Drive dike in the Lake-
side Parkarea passed without problems this morning.

Hundreds of volunteer sandbag-
ﬁ"]: ers who saved the Pemberton dike
ursday in a dramatic effort re-
mained ready today to rush back to
their Herculean task if needed.
While the three swollen rivers
continwed to inch slowly dewnwmard
today, city officlals were tr:rmg to
keap their defenses in the city's near
northesst aide becsuse of & wide

band of thunderstorms moving into
the ares. A flash food watch waa is-
maed at mid-day.

The receding river levels enabled
the city to open a couple major
north-south routes and some of the
city's 5,000 evacuees were returning
to the West Main Street area,
flooded since last weakend,

Anthony Boulevard was opened
this morning after being closed
Thuﬂl:llz.r mll].:f The McCulloch

po known as the
FIJIHGH E'lnn[ bridge, was also
opeaned to traffic this morning.

The bridge had been closed be-
cause Superior Street on the south
mide of the bridge was flooded. Offi-
cials sald the water hed receded
ancugh to allow northbound teaffie
heading onto Wells from Fairfisld-
Ewing, and southbound traffic to
use it. Motorists will not be allowed
to turn onto Superior, however.

The MNational Weather Service at
Basar FMd]fertdh;Mwun would
arrive in the area midmorning,
fiollowed by poasible thunderstorms
with some locally rain this
evening and th h the ni

Mﬂwﬂ:h hh; o I:l. the rain

not vy enough

'DD HII:I the rivers over recond flood
levals, it would still be sufficient to
bring them back up another foot.
The longer the rivers remain above
major Oood levels, the lo
threat to the sity's
particalarly the Pemberton -:h.tn

e Hayea, a meteorologist for
the NWS at Basr Field, said 1 to 1%
inches of rain could fall throughout
the entire watershed by 7 a.m, Sat-
urday, a8 a result of storms moving
in from the southwest,

An inch of rain would be enough
to force the rivers up again, by at
lenst a fioot.

The Maumes FRiver at 10 a.m. was
Itl:ﬁllurlild Itbrﬂ.ﬂ feet and had bean

ing slowly through the night. Of.
ficials are hoping it will continue to

More on
Great Flood

B More aeral pholos of the
Great Flood Page 44

B Columnési Dan  Lurzader
iooks al the youlh that bat-
tiad for the city, Page 54

W Dozens of peds have been
rascuad by animal control
workers. Page 8A

Coliseum
snrting out
conflicts

By KEVIN LEININGER
4 Tha Nerws- Bantinal
As & grimy Mlumuri.l]: Gué-huum
cautionaly prepares to host Sator-
day's semi-state basketball tourna-
E:nt. MmAnager Don Mmclil won-
nn[wh-n B to pay to clean up
and repair dﬂm caused by the
week-long sandbag- oparation
which seized the building's bass-
ment last Monday.
"The parking lot was designed for
cars, but we've had 14-wheel trucks
filled with sandbags going through
here,” said Myers today. The heavy
trucks rolling over the soft pave-
ment have caused damages which
could cost $400.000 to repair, ac

to Coliseum board pruuhm
sﬁ:%hnl:h

Shields =aid he's never seen the
colissum as dirty as it's been thia
week, as thousands of volunteers
and tons of sand have filled the
lower exhibition ball. Sandbags
filled mt the coliseum are then
trocked to one of Fort Wayne's im-

periled diles.

Thu Coliseum officials under-
stand their concern may seem cal-
lous at & time when 5o many psople
have been working to save lives and
property, but they know that once
the waters go down, someons is

Tum 1o FLOOD/ Page TA

There’s right way, wrong way to pitch sandbags

By CHARLEME MIRES
and RICK ANTOIMNE
T The Mewy-Sencine]

Oof, A sandbag.

Fifty pounds of sand out of & pile,
intc a bag, onto a truck, into the
waiting, ac arms of voluntesrs,

Thud. Close to & million soaking
pandbags stacked at least three desp
for eight mileés crisscroesing the city.

In less desperate times, building
walls agninst woter might be ap-
proached as an art, or a science. Bul
on Fort Wayne's front against im-
pending floods, it is & ravcous, stren-

upis sport. One volunteer bag-
r ol Pemberton  Dirive
ii:ﬁundlf it & game of “Beat

the Clock."

It begine in the Memorial Col-
issum or the Street Department ga-
rage, where sandbags are deliversd
by the U.8. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, A pall of dost hangs over hun-
dreds of people of all ages and back-
grounds, swarming about sandpiles.
T'Imlr shovels slice into the piles,

pping sand into bags held hy
l:rth-rr'l-'ril

Wire twist-ties are pulled out of
the seams of the bags, then pulled
tightly around thair open enda,

By Thursday night at the Col-
iseum, more than 19,000 people had
nigned the waiver forms required (or
valuntesr work. An estimated 30,000
voluntesrs have pitched in on the
sandbagging effort ainoce Saturday.

There is & right way to pitch sand-
bags. And & wrong way.

Jeff Evans, & Concordia High
School student, was hoarse from try-
ing to compete with the loud public
address sywtem constanily barking
information at the Coliseum. But,
dressed in U5, Navy fatigues, he
and his friends demonstrated sand-
hag technigques.

"Wa've had people hurt out there
bocause they didn't handle these
things right," he =samed, “so0 be
careful.”

Water rushing up through manhole

eovers or leaking throogh dikes pﬂ:k
a pressure of 1,100 to 1,500 pounds

It's hard work. Forearms strain from catching
sandbags. Lower backs ache from bending over
heaps of bags in flatbed trucks.

"Unloading truocks is the hﬂdﬂl o
he paid. "“That hurts vour back.”

The trocks backed in betwesn
houses begin the process of shoring
up the earthen dikes. As soon as a
truck appears, a long line of wolun-
teers grows from nowhere. Three or
four people stand on top of the load,
bending from the wast, swinging
eandbags down to the line,

*You try to keep the momentum

going,” Jehl said. “Weak links alow
“;mhhﬁdT dangered
enple In the en Pem-
berton I:l:]; Thursday had devel-
a nique. Standing in dou-
nrdlmu, volunteers facing inward,
thﬂrllmdnundhqumnuhne
to the other, unti it reached ita in-
tended place against the dike.

The trick 15 in the rhythm —
pushing the bags from one peraon to
the next, not catching them and
slowing down the line. A good line
can pass 25 or 30 sandbags & minuts
up to the diloe.

But if one voluntesr drops a bag or
breaks the rhythm, the effort col-
lapses like dominoes in & row, with
shouts of “Hold it!" and “Whoa!™
passed back to the truck.

Tech. Sgt. Denny Douobie of the
Air National Guard watched the
frantic activity from the top of the
dike. “You should put them down
like bricks," he said. “But thers are
really (o0 many people out here to
control.”

Ideally, the bags are placed with
thair tied endas all going in one direc-
tion. The bags should be overlapped.
And when they are passed to the end
of & line, the persom at the end
abould lift and sling the bag force-
fully omto the pile.

It's hard work. Foresrms strain
from catching sandbags. Lower
backs ache from bending over heapa
of bags in flatbed tricks.

“After three days, my back fesls
gtronger than it's ever been,” said

mngmm s pharmacist at St Jo-
seph’s ital, and a volunteer at
the Coliseam. “Tt's sare, though.”

And Warren Nonemacher, wear-
ing & pﬂpﬂrl.Tdﬂignuti.n; him as &
traffic comtrol worker at the Col-
iseum, said, "My feet are up in my
knees pomewhere.”

Tum io GOLISEUM/ Page TA
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Today’s Chuckle

All that some guys leave be-
hind is seatprints on the sands
of time,
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