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National Urban League Chief

Yern

When National Urban League President Ver-
Jordan Jr. emerged from this car driven by where the blood

on J oran Shot Critically

Scen of the Shé.-ou'.rq;;r

{upper left), The water below the car marks

was washed off the pavement.

a Fort Wayne woman shortly after 2 am, he Jordan was taken in critlcal condition to Park-

was shot on his way to his Marriott Inn room

Residents Question |F=ns Guide

Assault on Jordan

By KEVIN LEININGER

iener eity residents today reacted to
the shooting of Leban Léague Presidant
Vernon Jordan Jr. with shock, sadness
and suzpicion — bot little outrighl anger

Although local palice have tentatively
ruled gut racial motives, some city
hlacks aren’t buying that notlan, In fact,
more than ane persen today sugsested
the Ku Kiux Klan may have been respon-
sibile for “setting up' Jordan

=] figure 1t (the shooting! was a racial
thing.'" said une man wha ashked nof Lo
be identified. A guy of that caliber just
shauldn't be gunned dewr. Indiana is a
leading Klan state, I | had a bet, §
might think they were behind it

Ckher blacks were williag 0 let time
shape their perception of the incident,

Jordan a ¢uripus place In the
hearts of city blacks. Sotne said they had
never heard of him, others muslukenly
belicved he represents lhe NAACP and
one man spoke of Jordan and the lzte

Marlin Luther King 1o equally reverent
terms

“I's bad he was shed,'' ssid Terry
Woads. 1t seems every ume blacks get
a leader he gets knocked off. My boss
wis real angry today when he heard, but
I don't have any real deep teelings. [
dicin’t Know the man,”

1t was generally agreed today by those
interviewed that racial tenslons in the
inner cily have heea minimal in recent
months, Some sad they feared thu:
might change now, but no one sawd they
believe blacks’ reaclion to the Jardan
ahooting will erupt into violence.

Several blacks expressad disbellef thet
such & lhing would happen in Fort
Yiayne.

Sam Davenpor! operales & small gro-
cary store on Pontiae Street. He led
he shoating “‘upsetting,” and said he
mel Jordan onee. in Chicago several
VEASS ag0

“Fort Wayne was supposad t0 be a

¢ Ture o Page 64, Colame 3

view Hospital. (Staff photo by Carl Hartup.}
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FASTEST EBIRTH OF TRIPLETS -
The lastest recorded natural birth of
{rigiels has been two minales in the cpse
at Mrs. James E Duck of Memphis. Ten-
nessee | Bradiey, Christopher and Car-
mon; an March 2L, 1977
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League Official Believes
‘Jordan Will Be All Right’

By SHARON LITTLE

John Jacob, executive vicepresident
of the National Urban League, sald he
has talked with Urban League President
Vemnon Jordan Jro since Jordan's sur.
fery and 15 “'convinced and satisfied”
things are progressing for the league's
president.

“Yernon wildd Want me 10 say to you

and to this country we should inierpre?
this incidenl for what it is . a single,
isolated incident thal ought to be per-
ceived as such, an incident that roints to
the meeds and cancerns of this country.
one (hat can be used to mobithze this
countey for goad

"Vernon wants you 1o know he appee-
tlates your intlerests. concerns and oles-

i

‘No Racial Tensions'

In an early morning press conference, Mavor Winfield
Moses (left) and Robert Williams, Fort Wayne Urban y'u%g:e
director, said Vernon Jordan Jr.'s shooting was unrel to
any local “‘raclal tenslons.” (Staff photo by Argil Shock. )

sings. He will be all right' Jacob
declared.

Jacob added Jordan is emmpletely n
control, fully aware and confident he is
Reing to be ail righl.

Jacob sald he doesn’l thirk Jordan
knows tne reasen he wa  shot, and
knows of s other threat to his life

Asked if e considered it an assassina
tion  attempl, Jacob rephed, “‘That
shauld be determined oy the police "' He
said he is convinced Fort Wavne police
are deing all they can

Jacob nuted Jardan never travels with
securily, thal “In this country he thinks
pné gught 10 e able to travel tnat way."

“The act is one of inganity.” said
Jacab when assed if he felt the shooling
was racially mouvated “‘Ome canpot
elitninate from an acl of Insanity any
specific answer . bul we should net be
as insine &5 the persan who perpetrated

the @l

“We should show caimnpess, coolness
and intelleciual wisdom, ' sid Jacab.

Jacob sad the Fev Jesse Jackson,
Wwha 15 also in town, a0 oS i3 not 8
time to act emationally, bul lo engage tn
prayer lo guide Vernan through this cri
Als.

Parkview Hospital attaches said the
White House called Lo inguire about Jor-
aan's condition, and Senator Edward M.
Kennedy, reportedly en route fo Fort
Wayne. contacted the hospital Lo offer
whatever servives he osuld

Hospital aides sald Henry Kissinger,
former secretary of stale, s sending
flowers

Gary Mayer Richard Hatcher also was
reparted en raute to Farl Wayne today.

John Beams, executive director of the
Fort Wayne Metropoltal Human Hela:

(Turn ta Page 64,  Columa 2}

By RICK ANTOINE
And PETE FULLAM

Nallonal Leban Lesgue Fresident Ver
non Jordan Jr camse theaugh + . hours
of surgery at Parkview Memorizl Hospi-
tal varly loday after beapg shne and oetll-
cally wounded in the Marriotl Inn
parking lol in what aulharilies describe
a% an “isalaled incldent,” not racially
molivated,

Jordan, 44, was shol aboul T06 am
today 4s he left an aula ot the Marriatt
and prepared to cross 8 drive Lo retum
to nis maotel room

Relpted Editoriel on Page 44,
Related Stories Pages 1C and 64

A [ew hours aller surgery mis condition
was reporied o have slabilized He had
been lisled as “vrilicul, but salislacte-
. bul doctors explained il is not un
usual Lo hist gunshol vichms as
cerit:eal’” in the [irst 24 hours. Jordan
mainly suffered internal injuries from a
buliet wound to the asdomiral ared.

The driver of the sula, Martha C. Cole.
man, U8 of 3335 Lalayeite Esplanade,
told police she heard two shots ring et
and. through her rearview mIrmor, saw
Jardan .:ﬂump Lo Lhe ground.

It spunded Llike an M-80 going off
eight oulside my window. It rose me
right up cut of bed” said ome molel
guest. Patrick (ritlespie. of Chicago.

Gillespie sald he ran o s Gfth Aoor
window overlooking Use eastside ball-
room enlrince ares and saw a man lean:
ing on the biek of & red Grand Prix

Jordan was yelling “‘Help me 1've
been shol in (ke back,” according o Gil-
lespie.

The womman jumped aul of the car and
hovered aver the fallen Jordan mamen-
tarily belore rusning off toward the
lobby, (rillespie sad He noled the first
palice affieers arrived in abou! 10 min-
wles, followesd by an ambilanee in anolh-
e fve

Chiel surgeen in the operation. Dr. Jeff
Towles, said one bulket enlered Jordan's
hacy apoul midway belween the pelvis

Vernon Jordan Jr.

end chest. The bullel, which police te.
lieve to be small caliber, agparently hil
& one and fragmenled, parts of it exit-
ing from iwo ur {hree small wounds in

Jordan's fronl and side,

AS many 85 13 police ollicers scoured
Lhe area near the Marriott Inn, including
Jardan's molel room, searching for clues
in the shaoling, However. they reported-
Iy recovered no bulleis or fragments and
were ynabie 1o delermine from whers

the shots were fired.

Early reparts Indicated investigators
suspecied the shols may have been fired
fram an aute driving past Lhe area on
ke adjacent 1-69 south extl ramp to
Coldwater Road Howewer, police later
said they had discounied that theory be.
cauge ey heheved @ marksman would
ne urable te fure bwo roumiis from a mov-

ing vehicle.

Jurdan had attended & receplion after
the iccal Lrban Lesgue's annual dinner
Wednesday mght, where he was the prin-

cipal spraxer Sometime around mid-
mghl, be repactedly asked Coleman if
sae weuld like to accompany im some-
whiere far drinks ond faod  Snhe apparent-
Iv suggested they go to her heme, which
tnev repactedly did, retiurning just before
Lhe shotting edeurred.

Carter Coming to Fort Wayne

Baer Feld officials said this arernoon
President Carler will armive in Fort
Wayne suomeiime this evening te wisit
Jurdan @l the hespilal Carter called Jor-
dan & revered leadér and persanal
friengd !

Np threats had been reporied agamst
dordan. and he arrived fere alane. re-
(uEsting no speciel security measwnes,
lacil Urhan League direcior Rooerd Wil
Hama Jr said

Jordan's reom was ln a corner on the
first floor of e northside motel, near
the ballroom entrance and facing east to-
ward the apen area abutting Coddwater
Raad The spol where Coleman et him
odt af her car was only sbout I feet
awary from the Toom's doar.

Matel policy s never Lo meveal a
Fuest 5 raem number, security personnel
nated.

Coleman, an Urban League board
member. was reported W be cooperating
with paiice excepl in ane regard. She de-
clined to reveal details concerning a
Fort Wayne mak fnend or his wherea-
beuts, police ssucces said 1t was alse
neded she immediately phared twa faw.
yers after reporting the shooting.

Jordan was ademitted to Parkview Me-
marizl Haspital about 390 am. and
rushed 10 surgery asout 3:45, hospital of.
licials smd in an early morning news
canierence.

A leam of dectors, including twa sur
Reans, warked on Lhe black leadar wneil
aaut H:00 a.m , when he was admitied
Lo the hospilal's tntersive care unit.

His condition Is “overall satisfactory.
bul must be considered critical,' Towles

1 Turn to Fage 8A, Colurmn 3)

Civil Rights Leader
Faces ‘Dark Midnight’

By SHARON LITTLE

Vernon Jordan Jr. onc of the nalion's
faremost clvil fights leaders, said here
Wednesgay America is experiencing a
“dark midnight” hut ke would ‘rather
e in America with Lhe ighis out than
Russia with Lhe lights on !

Taday. surgery lights were on Jordan
as Parkview Memarial Hospital phivs:.
vians gllempted to remove bullet frag:
menats fram kis bedy following a 2 am
shaoting at the Marratt inn.

Only kours tefore, the 34 year-cld. 1all,
muscular Jordan had used a veice as
rich @ conviclan as in fimare 1 address
a croas aection of the fommunity at Lhe
215t anaual meeling of the Farl Wayie
Urban League

The Natianal Urhan League president
repealedly told nus 450-memeer Marriolt

Inn zwdience he believes i tnis country
where, he said, “il's a dark midnight™
beciise of domestic 4ad nternatienal
prablems,

Racial by in Miami, the hostages in
Tran. doviet sgpressian i Alghanistan,
“this great nalion heid nestage by the
UPEC naliony for the price of ail.' pres:
genlinl candidates nobady IS happy 2bout
and 4 recession he believes will warsen
all create a dark picture for America.
Jardan said

*The ecoasmy §5 In teouble, demeera-
¥t 0 Lrounle. and we seem lost at sea
withut a leader ' But, e said, I be
lieve thal l's darkest before the sun-
shing, and so | believe In my counlry and
stem bath palitseally and economi
citlly, and if il can be made by work for
some of us, i can be made to work for

all of us. ™'

‘[ befieve in change in this country be-
cause | have seen il change,” Jordan
said, referring to a high school chum,
Maynard Jackson, a black who today s
mayer of Atlanta, Gz., and to another
biack. Langston Hughes, once denied ac-
cess o law school but taday serving as
{ederal districl judge.

Initially slow and deliberate in his de-
livery, Jordan's voice crescendoed 3= he
reminded his audience that 70 million
Amearicans did tot vate in the L976 presi-
derlial electian and LW million did not
wole in the 1358 congressional eleclians,

“I1 lhere's semething good about this
demacrocy,' he almost shouted. ™it's
worlk parlicipaling in o make it betler.
If you don't participate, you don't de-

i turn fa Page 64, Coiumn 1)

Jordan’s Wife Leaves for Hospital

Vernon Jordan's wife Shirley is transported
to Parkview Hospital
where her husband is in eritical condition. Jor-
dan's family arrived here shortly after 11 am.
_Lyndon Wade, director of the Atlanta, Ga.,

from Baer Fleld Airport

fri

“We have no idea of the
nous thing, We've received no previous threals,”
Wade said. Stalf photo by

1rban League, said the family Is “extrem
% anxious to see him." He

motive behind this hei-
Shock.
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ALLEN COUNTY - FORT WAYNE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Miami Indian Heritage Day

Saturday, August 2 * 1:00 to 4:00 PM
At Chief Richardville House, 5705 Bluffton Road, Fort Wayne

302 East Berry Street ® Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
260/426-2882 « www.fwhistorycenter.com
Join us for Miami Harvest, edible and usable plants and materials. Tour the historic
1827-built home of Miami Chief Jean Baptiste de Richardville, and celebrate the history
and traditions of the earliest inhabitants of the Three Rivers area. The History Center
is a funded member
of Arts United

Admission: $7 adults; $5 seniors and students; free to History Center members & children under 5.




